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Summary of 2016/17 
 

The purpose of this report is to inform EOCT members, partners and stakeholders of 

our work in 2016/17 

 

At the beginning of the year we set out our aims in the EOCT Development Plan.  Our 

objectives were: 

 

 To ensure that there is effective coordination of the EOCT calendar of events to 

enable maximum participation across a wider range of different activities whilst 

targeting a wider cross section of pupils. 

 

 To ensure that there is a planned and coordinated programme of headteacher 

and network meetings taking place between each of the member schools within 

EOCT. 

 

 To ensure that the operation budget for EOCT is managed effectively and that 

opportunities to generate income are maximised to ensure that the current level 

of activity within EOCT is self-financed. 

 

 To ensure that opportunities are identified that address the underrepresented 

EOCT strategic aims alongside any potential sources of funding for these. 

 

 To ensure that opportunities for Ossett Academy and Highfield students are 

thoroughly explored in order to maximise impact on this underrepresented 

group within EOCT. 

 

 

This academic year has seen the continuation of many established EOCT projects 

alongside the development of new activities and ideas.  Over 1500 opportunities have 

been offered to EOCT students in areas such as music, literacy, engineering, school 

exchanges, PE and volunteering.  Due to additional grants received we have been able 

to develop our links with schools in Dewsbury and Wakefield. 

 

Thank you to all our stakeholders – our community partners, our sponsors, parents 

and carers, our partner schools, our member organisations and of course our schools 

and the staff and students within them. 
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Projects 
 

The Big Build – In partnership with Jacobs Engineering 
 

The 6th year of the Big Build was bigger and better than ever. 

Working with graduate engineers from Jacobs Engineering almost 400 students have 

participated in engineering lessons throughout the year.  This year the 10 graduates 

(an increase of 4 on last year) have delivered lessons on subjects such as health and 

safety, planning, materials and structures.  For most graduates this is their first 

experience of teaching young people; school staff support the graduates throughout 

this process. 

The theme of the Big Build this year was linked 

to Ossett history and in particular the Hannah 

Pickard memorial.  This theme brought in a 

further community link due to the ongoing 

work of local group Ossett through the Ages 

who are working to install a new memorial to 

Hannah Pickard and the Pickard family in the 

town.  We were pleased to welcome members 

of Ossett through the Ages and the sculptor 

of the new memorial to the Big Build day. 

 The final Big Build day which took place at Ossett Academy and saw an increase in 

students involved with over 110 young people taking part.  The day involved attending 

workshops in the morning and an afternoon of using the knowledge from the 

workshops to build a variety of structures in various materials, with the purpose of 

redesigning Ossett town centre to incorporate a memorial. 

 

 

The guests from Ossett through 

the Ages, Building Ossett Better 

CIC and The School Science 

Review acted as judges in the 

afternoon and decided together 

on the best performing 

students.  Twenty five students 

were awarded medals based on 

their outstanding performances. 

 

Many thanks to Jacobs for their 

continued support and enthusiasm with this inspiring project. 
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School Exchange 
 

Second year of EOCT penpals! 

This idea, which was originally suggested by students, has continued into its second 

year.  Over 200 year 2 students were paired up with a penpal in another EOCT school.  

They wrote letters to each other during the autumn term and then visited each other’s 

school in February 2017. 

Whilst spending a whole day with their penpal, students looked at ways in which their 

penpal’s school is different to their own and took ideas for change or improvement 

back to their own school.  Feedback from both staff and students has continued to be 

positive about the experience.   

  

Students’ Voice Conference  
 

A focus on communication and marketing 

The EOCT Students’ Voice Conference took place on 29th June in the Learning Resource 

Centre.  All EOCT schools were represented by members of their school councils and 

student leaders, 24 student attended in total.  The purpose of the conference was to 

learn about marketing and publicity and then to consider different and new ways that 

EOCT or schools could use in their marketing and publicity. 

 

We were joined by guest speakers Mark Ellerker, owner of Eller Coffee in Ossett and 

Duncan Smith, Secretary of the Gawthorpe Maypole Committee.  Both Mark and 

Duncan gave presentations and showed their own experiences of what has worked for 

their own organisation in terms of publicity. 

 

Students then worked together to plan new and different marketing strategies.  Some 

brilliant ideas were shared – for example an EOCT radio station/programme was 

suggested, where students, parents and local businesses could learn more about EOCT 

by listening to regular broadcasts. 

 

Feedback was very positive about the conference.  A report containing all the ideas 

will be prepared and presented to the EOCT headteachers.  Watch this space for new 

EOCT developments! 
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The Book Awards – In partnership with the School Library Service 
 

The Riveting Reads Award shortlisting event took place in January where 43 books 

were whittled down to just 5 by the students.  Students then read each book and voted 

for their favourite.   

The shortlisting event for the Picture Book Awards took place in April at Holy Trinity 

Primary School.  Representatives from Key Stage 1 from EOCT schools attended this 

fun event and voted, in secret, for their favourite book. 

  

The winners of both awards were announced at the Book Awards Ceremony in June at 

Highfield School.  The ceremony was attended by 120 students from all EOCT schools 

along with special guest authors Matt Ralphs and Hilary Robinson.  The ceremony was 

compered by Craig Bradley ‘That Poetry Bloke’ who brought lots of fun and 

amusement to the proceedings. 

 

The winner of the Riveting Reads award was Liz Pichon with her book Tom Gates Yes! 

No. Maybe.  Liz couldn’t attend the event but instead sent a video which was played 

to the audience.   

 

The winner of the Picture Book Award was Flo of the Somme by Hilary Robinson and 

Martin Impey.  Martin Impey went on to illustrate Flo with the Book Awards trophy! 
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EOCT Music events and activities 
 

The One Voice Project and the EOCT Celebrate Concert 

 

We received funding from the Safer 

Communities Fund to run a project which 

would see students in EOCT schools work 

closely and develop relationships with 

students from schools in Dewsbury and 

Wakefield.  This began with a workshop for 

staff in October and followed with linking 

workshops involving all primary schools in 

November.  The purpose of the workshops was to learn about similarities and 

difference and to also make music together.  Footage of all workshops was captured 

and this was then made into the One Voice video which can be seen at 

vimeo.com/212245802 

 

This project began developing relationships between schools that we hope will 

become sustainable and embedded.  The One Voice video was premiered at the 

Wakefield School Leaders Conference in March where as well as showing the video, 

representatives from the EOCT choir performed ‘One’ and taught the delegates the 

Makaton signs for the chorus. 

 

Following on from the One Voice project we were successful in a bid to the Big Lottery 

Celebrate Fund, the purpose of which is to bring communities together.  The funding 

was used to extend our end of year celebration concert to our partner schools in 

Dewsbury and Wakefield and to develop a community choir who would also 

participate in the concert.  Ossett Councillor Lynn Masterman made the following 

comment about the concert: 

 

“Fabulous evening at the EOCT Celebration Concert.  The children did an amazing job 

as did everyone involved in the preparation.  The One Voice project is an amazing 

concept, bringing together children from all cultures and backgrounds to celebrate 

what they have in common and also their differences.  Education really is the key to 
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teaching our young people tolerance, inclusivity and equality!  To me it brought to life 

the message Jo Cox MP gave – ‘we have more in common than that which divides us’”. 

 

EOCT’s annual music calendar was completed with our usual singing of Christmas 

carols in the town centre in December, where 200 students and staff helped the town 

get into the festive spirit with a half hour performance.  A collection was held for 

Wakefield Hospice and a total of £167 was donated. 

 

In March the EOCT choir performed at Trinity 

Church to a capacity audience where there was 

standing room only.  The theme of the concert 

was Spring and new life.  As always feedback 

was extremely positive with one audience 

member making the following comment “All 

the children sang beautifully and it was such a 

joy to see so many children of different ages 

and abilities, engaging and fully enjoying this 

music extravaganza.  It was very evident that all those involved, performers and 

audience alike, had a great time and were deeply moved.  Please keep up this fabulous 

inspiration”. 

 

 

Volunteering Opportunities 
 

This year we have worked closely with Ossett Academy 6th form in order to offer an 

increased number of volunteering opportunities for year 12 students.  Over 20 

students have taken up these opportunities which have a two-fold benefit: students 

receive valuable volunteering experiences in areas of event management and support 

which can be used on university, apprenticeship and job applications and EOCT 

receives hands on support which means that events run smoothly. 

 

 

PE activities 
  

New for 2016/17 Ossett Academy PE department 

have worked with primary school PE coordinators 

to deliver a variety of activities in the summer 

term.  These have included handball, 

trampolining and athletics for key stage 2 

students.  Gawthorpe Community Academy have 

once again provided a day of potted sports for 

key stage 1 students.  We will further look to 

develop PE activities in 2017/18.  We were 

pleased to receive a donation from Ossett Loyalty Card which was used to cover the 

cost of transport to these activities.   
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Staff activities 

 

Staff Twilight 

 

Topics for the sessions were agreed through a joint process of suggestions made by 

staff and discussions with EOCT headteachers regarding priorities.  Providers were 

sourced through schools and through partner organisations. 

 

Seven sessions took place on the same day from 4-6pm. 

 

A total of 95 members of staff from 9 of the EOCT schools participated. 

 

The topics of the sessions were: 

 Autism 

 Domestic abuse awareness 

 Signs of safety 

 KS2 Maths 

 Engaging parents and keeping them engaged 

 Getting students to higher levels (delivered by KS2 staff and attended by staff 

from Ossett Academy English department) 

 Lunchtime Play 

Evaluation of each session took place and 100% of attendees rated the content and 

delivery as either good or excellent. 

 

Qualitative feedback was also gathered which is shared with all EOCT headteachers 

and helps to direct the topics for the 2018 twilight along with any specific joint work 

which will take place following the session e.g. development of transition work. 

 

Networking 

 

2016-17 saw 25 networking meetings happen for school staff.  These were in subjects 

such as Maths, English, Computing, Science and Special Educational Needs.  Outcomes 

and minutes of all networking meetings are shared with subject co-ordinators and 

headteachers, to ensure that content is acted upon in line with school improvement 

agendas. 
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Partnership Working 

 

 
 

EOCT’s relationship with The Ossett Rotary Club has developed this year.  The Rotary 

Club aims to enhance its local community in a variety of ways; one way being by 

working with and supporting young people.   

 

Ossett Academy students again attended the Rotary Technology Challenge which was 

held at Dewsbury Rams Stadium. 

 

The Rotary Club is again funding places for Ossett Academy and Highfield students on 

their Youth Development Under Sail programme in the summer.  Three students will 

attend a week long sailing training aboard a 70 foot yacht with the Ocean Youth Trust 

North, the emphasis of the week is around personal achievement and self 

development. 

 

As part of the Rotary Club’s Dictionaries 4 Life scheme at the end of the school year all 

EOCT year 2 students were presented with a dictionary by Ossett Rotary.  This marks 

their transition from infant school to junior school. 

 

 

EOCT’s relationship with trust member organisation Building Ossett Better CIC 

continues with the organisation offering financial support to the One Voice project.  

Building Ossett Better directors have supported several of the 2016/17 projects by 

offering their time to attend and participate. 

 
EOCT’s relationship with trust member organisation Leeds Beckett University continues 

to grow.  2017/18 will see an opportunity, amongst others, to work together in order 

to further develop PE opportunities and staff knowledge and skill around KS1 PE.   

 

 

 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=leedsbeckett+logo&id=DCD60ECF5BA61997C3CECFB48455A997B716656C&FORM=IQFRBA
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The strength of our partnership with trust membership organisation Jacobs continues 

to grow.  The Big Build project is now a sort after project for Jacobs graduates and 

apprentices.  This year 10 graduates/apprentices were involved (6 were involved in 

2015/16).  The project offers the opportunity for graduates to develop in a number of 

ways all key to their future success in their career as an engineer.   

 

The development of the relationship between Jacobs and Ossett Academy has meant 

that a year 12 student has been able to attend work experience at their Leeds office 

and Jacobs will ensure that Ossett students are aware of apprenticeship opportunities 

within the organisation. 

 

The EOCT Coordinator along with two members of Jacobs staff have had an article 

published in the School Science Review (June 2017).  The article covers the history and 

development of the Big Build project.  Our thanks to Geoff Auty Editor of the School 

Science Review who supported this process. 

 

Finally due to the quality of the Big Build project Jacobs were delighted to win the 

Company Award at the Institute for Civil Engineers Yorkshire and Humber Awards for 

Educational Activities in March 2017. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The grant we received from the Big Lottery meant that we could involve service users 

from York House in Ossett.  York House is a residential home for adults with disabilities.  

Two service users attended community choir rehearsals and performed with the full 

choir at the Celebrate concert.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We were pleased to receive a donation from Ossett Loyalty Card towards the cost of 

transport for the PE activities held in the summer term.  This enabled more students 

to be involved in these activities.  We look forward to developing our relationship with 

Ossett Loyalty Card and developing ideas for new community and student projects. 

 

  
 York House 

 
 

Ossett Loyalty Card CIC 
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All EOCT schools were invited by Friends of Ossett Library to participate in a 

community writing project which is funded and run by Leeds University.  The project 

offers the opportunity to link to local history as part of the curriculum with some of 

the following benefits: 

- Opportunity for students to utilise and develop a whole host of different skills 

e.g. research, creative writing, ICT and communication 

- Developing a sense of community pride 

- Opportunity for cross-generational work 

- Strengthening partnerships in the town 

- Developing a deeper understanding of our history 

A training session was organised for staff and some schools have already uploaded 

stories or ‘yarns’.  The website can be found at www.yarncommunity.org and the 

project will run until February 2018. 

  

 

http://www.yarncommunity.org/
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Contact details 

 

EOCT Co-ordinator  Sarah Haigh 

 

Registered Office  c/o Highfield School 

    Gawthorpe Lane 

    Ossett 

    WF5 9LP 

 

Telephone   07826 893363 

 

Email    shaigh@educationossett.co.uk 

 

Web    www.educationossett.co.uk 

 

Twitter   @educationossett 

 

EOCT is a registered charity in England and Wales – No 1137222 

 

EOCT is a company limited by guarantee – No 6655424 

 

Schools 

Dimple Well Infant School and Nursery 

Flushdyke Junior and Infant School 

Gawthorpe Community Academy 

Highfield School 

Holy Trinity CE (VA) Primary School 

Ossett Academy and Sixth Form College 

South Ossett Infant Academy 

South Parade Primary School 

Southdale CE (VC) Junior School 

Towngate Primary Academy 

 

mailto:shaigh@educationossett.co.uk
http://www.educationossett.co.uk/

