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Dear Parents/Carers, 

On behalf of the Governing Body, I want to thank all of you for the extra support that has been 

required of you since March.  

We are delighted to have welcomed back the children and look forward to a new (and hopefully 

more stable) academic year. 

We wanted to highlight some points raised in the risk assessment and use this to provide some 

clarity and reassurance. There extracts below, the full version can be found at; 

https://www.southossettinfantsacademy.co.uk/policies/ 

We will continue the marked, one-way system to bring and collect children in both the Foundation 

Stage and KS1 bubbles and ask that you observe this (and 2 metre social distancing) whilst on site, as 

you will have seen this morning. In order to reduce the risk of transmission as much as possible, we 

ask that siblings (who wait with you at drop off/collection) must stay alongside you for the duration 

of the time you are in the playground and that you leave the site immediately after you have 

dropped off or collected your child. 

As risk of transmission is greater in crowded places, you are asked not to come in to the building. If 

you need to give information to staff, you can do so by email, requesting a call back if needed, and 

only if absolutely necessary to come to the school office door. 

We have asked that you take your child’s temperature before bringing them to school so that you 

are not inconvenienced by having to take your child home if their temperature is found to be raised 

once at school. Any child that displays symptoms of being unwell, will be taken to Headteacher’s 

office and remain there until they can be collected and we ask that if your child is unwell at home, 

they do not attend.  

We are committed to continuing with our current approach to absence and believe it is especially 

important for our children to return to school. However, we are also aware that with more stringent 

guidance about children being unwell, seasonal illness and potential time at home for COVID 

testing/awaiting test results, attendance may be affected.  

Although we realise that to effectively fulfil their duties, staff will not socially distance from the 

children, they will consider their positioning when required to comfort or support them (e.g. 

standing to the side to avoid face to face interaction). Staff will socially distance from each other, 

observing the 2 metre guidelines, when not in class and furniture in the staff area has been adjusted 

to accommodate this. As with the children, any staff member who is unwell will go to the 

Headteacher’s office until they can travel home safely. 

We want to thank the whole staff team for their input to the risk assessment as they have not only 

thought about it, but also taken the time to ‘walk through’ it so that they are sure that what works 

on paper works in practice. To this end, hand washing routines will be in place throughout the day 

and high-risk touch points such as tables, door surfaces, sinks and taps etc. will be cleaned by the 

caretaker once all the children are in and have washed their hands. These will also be cleaned at the 

end of the day by the cleaner. Each area in use will be cleaned, in line with advice, at the end of each 

day. Wherever possible, high use items (pencils, whiteboards etc) will be individual resources for 

https://www.southossettinfantsacademy.co.uk/policies/


each child. Cleaning spray and cloths, in addition to anti-bacterial wipes, will be available in each 

class. 

The purpose of this letter is to reassure you that the safety of your child has been considered at all 

levels. We have had many in-depth discussions on how we can make the school as safe and as 

welcoming as possible so that your children will, again, enjoy their time at school and you will feel 

they are coming to an environment that has reduced risk and considered procedures to maximise 

their safety.  

As a Governing Body, we will continue to monitor the situation and work closely with Mrs Shute and 

the team to ensure we provide the most educational, enjoyable and safe experience we can.  

Thank you once again for your support. 

The Governing Body 

 

 



People  Key points and mitigating actions and procedures shared with all 
staff. 

 All staff to read and sign the risk assessment. 

 Staff training on how to safely put on/remove PPE in the event it is 
needed. 

 The risk assessment is to be shared with parents – all parents to 
understand the reasonably practicable mitigating actions and 
procedures in place. 

 Government guidance on clinically extremely vulnerable and 
clinically vulnerable staff will be followed. 

 Pupils, parents, carers, staff not to visit the site if they are displaying 
symptoms. 

 Notices displayed at all entrance points. 

 Medical/social services/school related professionals may visit site; 
protocols made clear on arrival. 

 Other visitors to the site limited to maintenance and delivery of 
essential goods and where possible only by prior appointment. 

 All visitors asked to confirm they are not displaying symptoms of 
COVID 19 before being allowed onto the site. 

 All visitors directed to use sanitising gel at entrance. 

 High levels of vigilance around developing symptoms – children and 
staff sent home if displaying symptoms to follow self-isolation 
guidance. 

 Parents informed not to send child to school if showing any 
symptoms of being unwell. 

 Parents and carers are asked to check children’s temperatures 
before bringing them to school - if raised children must not attend. 

Organisation to 
promote good 
practice around 
social distancing 
 
Wherever possible 
staff responsible 
for maintaining a 
social distance of 
2m 

 The school will be divided into 2 bubbles; the Foundation Stage (FS) 

bubble and the Key Stage One (KS1) bubble. 

 These groups will remain consistent, children will not move 
between groups. 

 Key Stage One pupils to have separate entrance/exit points. 

 At Main School children in Room 1 will enter and exit school 
through the side gate and the side fire door, for Room 2 children 
will enter and exit through the top gate, the children’s entrance and 
then through the door in the hall. 

 In Foundation Stage the children will use the children’s entrance 
with supervised use.  

 From all entrance points, in the Foundation Stage and Main School, 
parents/carers will follow the marked one-way system to bring and 
collect children. The gate to Crown Street will remain locked to 
support this. 

 Parents/carers are not to enter the school building with the 
children. 

 Where possible, high use items (pencils, whiteboards etc) will be 
individual resources for each child, in labelled packs and kept near 
the children’s working spaces. 

 Use of shared reading books – these will be carefully selected, 
limited in number and covers of books to be cleaned on return. 

 IPads will be returned to a specified place after use. These will be 
wiped down after use before being returned for use by another 
user. Keyboards will also be wiped down at the end of each session. 

 Supervising staff to encourage children to be aware of where they 
are in relation to others - children will not socially distance but staff 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

to encourage children not to hug or sit too close when sharing a 
game or resource. 

 Children encouraged to line up spaced apart. 

 Staff to keep to social distance guidelines from one another 
wherever possible. 

 Staff will give comfort to and support children as needed but will 
consider their positioning to minimise risk of infection. For example, 
where staff should stand (behind or to the side) and how to safely 
interact with children (avoid close face to face interaction). 

 Where possible and weather permitting, learning will take place 
outdoors. 

 No whole group singing inside school – singing must be done 
outside only and with social distancing. 

 If undertaking PE in the hall rather than outside, windows and doors 
need to be open for good ventilation. 

 Parents will be asked to send only essential items into school; coat, 
book bag, PE kit, water bottle (Y2). 

 UFS and Year 1 Children will be provided with water bottles which 
will be kept in school. 

 Year 2 Children will be asked to bring in dishwasher safe water 
bottles which will then be left in school. 

 Children bring in and keep their pump bags in school, taken home 
each half term. 

Additional 
Cleaning   

 Touch points such as tables, door surfaces/locks (in the toilets) sinks 
and taps etc. are cleaned by the caretaker once all the children are 
in and have washed their hands and cleaned at the end of the day 
by the cleaner. 

 Internal doors will remain open to avoid unnecessary touching of 
door handles and to promote good ventilation. 

 Each area in use to be cleaned in line with advice at the end of each 
day. 

 Shared resources will be used on a rota basis and in line with 
guidance, will be left for at least 48 hours (72 hours for plastics) 
before being used again. 

 Cleaning spray and cloth in addition to anti-bacterial wipes available 
in each class. 

 At the end of each day shared toys or resources will be covered 
with a drape/moved out of use for the required length of time. 


