
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Science 

Each half term we will be looking at seasonal change, noticing 
how our environment changes with the seasons.  

We will also be finding out about materials. Learning which 
materials are man made and which are natural. Children will 
identify and name a variety of everyday materials, including 
wood, plastic, glass, metal, water, and rock.  You could 
investigate materials at home and go on a materials hunt.  

 

 

 

 

Art and Design  
 
Some of the vocabulary: Year One – colour, mix, primary, secondary, artist, 
collage, style, wipe, blot, shape, drip 
Year Two – all of the above plus… grid, emotion, abstract, colour 
field, scatter, splat, experiment 
In Art and Design this half term we are focussing on colour.  The children have 
learnt about primary and secondary colours and have been practising mixing 
them.  We have looked at the art work of Mondrian, Rothko and Pollack to 
see how they use colour in their art. We discussed how colour in art makes us 
feel. In the art area in the classroom the children have been making their own 
creations which are then displayed on the walls.  
 
We will also be making lots of Christmas art creations.  
 

 

 

Circle Time  

In Circle Time we will be thinking about feelings.  Children will think about their 
own and others’ feelings and emotions and how their actions affect others.  
They will beginning to recognise, name and manage their own feelings and 
emotions and recognise that they are a natural, important and healthy part of 
a human being.  They will also recognise and manage the effects of strong 
feelings such as anger, sadness or loss. 

 

Design Technology 

Some of the vocabulary: Year One: Ingredients, dips, evaluate, senses, 
taste, texture, smell, appearance. dipper, explore, sensory, crunchy, 
dry, hard, sweet, juicy, dairy, fruit, vegetables, diet 

Year Two: all of the above plus: evaluating, protein, varied, 
carbohydrate, balanced.  
Explore and evaluate a range of bought dips and vegetable dippers, 
using basic principles of a healthy and varied diet to compare the 
different ingredients. The children will then design and make their own 
plate of dippers, and a dip, using strict hygiene rules, presenting them 
attractively and then eating their own product. 

 

 

Computing 

In computing we are continuing to use Microsoft Word to 
present our work.  We have begun coding, de bugging and 
creating simple apps. 

Some of the vocabulary we have used: Y1file, home, insert, 
print, save, enter, space, shift 

Y2, all of the above plus: algorithm, forwards, 
backwards, left, right, up, down 

 

 

Religious Education 

Some of the vocabulary: Year One – Eid, Muslim, occasion, 
special, celebration, wonder, nativity, Mary, Joseph, Jesus 

Year Two – all of the above plus… similarities, 
differences, Eid-ul-fitr, meaning, significance, symbol, 
Bethlehem, Nazareth 

In this topic we will be learning about celebrations and why 
they are special times to religious people.  We will learn about 
how Christians celebrate Christmas, including the preparations 
during advent and retelling the nativity story.  We will learn 
how Muslims celebrate Eid after a month of fasting.  We will 
learn some similarities and differences between these 
celebrations.  You could talk to your child about celebrations 
that you share as a family.  You might want to send a photo 
to school of a family celebration.  

 
 

 

Physical Education 

In P.E we have using our outdoor area to be active.  Our sports coach 
Luke has been doing outdoor P.E which the children have really 
enjoyed.  They have been doing activities to practise their ball skills.  

 

Significant 
People  

History 

Some of the vocabulary: Year One: Significant, 
important, famous, person, people, reason, compare, 
comparison, similar, similarities, different, differences Guy 
Fawkes, Gunpowder Plot, gunpowder, Catholic, King James 
I, Robert Catesby. Florence Nightingale, Edith Cavell, war, 
timeline, order, government

Year Two all of the above plus: Chronological, 
opinion, source, commemorate, century, 
achievements, contribution, memorial 

In this topic the children will understand who is significant to 
them personally, and may have significance for the country 
or the world. We explore different time periods; 400 years 
ago, 200 years ago and 100 years ago and discuss 
comparisons, similarities and differences between then and 
now. We will make links to known festivals and occupations 
to help their understanding of the topic. This work follows 
previous learning about the last 100 years of local history, 
changes in transport, jobs and houses. 

 

 

 



 

English in Year Two 

In our handwriting sessions we have started 
simple joins and we are encouraging all the 
children to use these joins in their writing. We 
are asking children to still ensure they are using 
the correct letter formation whilst beginning to 
join.  

This half term we have introduced subordination 
and have been extending our sentences with that, 
which, who, because and with, to add further 
detail. We have also looked at some spelling rules, 
including when you would need to change the y 
to an i on a root word before adding the suffix 
and when to double consonants in a root word 
before adding a suffix. We have been using these 
new skills when writing our own versions of well-
known traditional tales including The Hare and 
the Tortoise and The Mouse and the Lion, and 
writing reports about significant people including 
Florence Nightingale, Edith Cavell and Guy 
Fawkes.  

We are now moving onto poetry and will be 
learning the traditional Christmas poem The Night 
Before Christmas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phonics in Year Two 

In our phonic lessons this half term we have 
been revisiting some of the alternative ways of 
spelling sounds and recapping on the phase 3 
and 5 graphemes to fully embed their learning. 
We will then begin to move on to rules to aid 
spelling.  

 

 

 

Maths in Year Two 

In maths this half term we have been doing 
further work with multiplication and division, 
helping the children to recognise the symbols 
and to understand when to use each operation. 
The calculations can then be done either 
mentally through counting, using written 
methods or objects to count.  

We are now moving onto time, recapping 
reading a clock to o’clock and half past, before 
moving onto quarter past, quarter to, and then 
5 minute increments. We will then be working 
on word problems involving time. 

 You could help your children by referring to 
the time, practicing reading both analogue and 
digital clocks and spelling the months of the 
year and days of the week.  

Key/New Words: 
add, plus, more, less, subtract, take away, 
fewer, equals, multiply, times, divide, shared, 
half, double, quarter, o’clock, half past, quarter 
to, quarter past, hour, second, odd and even. 
 

If you have any questions about this newsletter please  email headteacher@southossett.wakefield.sch.uk. Please check the ‘Parent Hub’ app 
for more activities that we will be adding in the future.   You might find this website useful:  www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/education-
jargon-buster   
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