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South Ossett Infants’ Academy 
Vicar Lane, Ossett, West Yorkshire, WF5 0BE 

Telephone  01924 274380 

Email: headteacher@southossett.wakefield.sch.uk 
Headteacher:  Mrs Tina Shute 

Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mrs Tina Shute 
Registered in England. Company No: 7851205 

8th January 2021 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Thank you all for your patience this week as we have moved into Lockdown again. I know this is a long letter and 
you have had a lot to process but it does contain important updates, so please do read it! 
Thank you also for your understanding of the intent behind the school’s closure to most pupils; that children should 
only come into school to do their learning where this is essential for a key worker to carry out their role or if they are 
vulnerable. School is still safe for children but having less children in school means that school’s role as a “vector of 
transmission”, of the virus, in the community and the families we serve, is significantly reduced. School is also better 
able to deliver the expected remote learning and remain open if staffing levels are reduced. 
Thursday afternoon’s government guidance says that Lower Foundation Stage should remain open. The choice of 
whether to send children in to LFS remains with you, but please let us know if you are intending to keep your child at 
home. 
 

From Monday 11th January we are going to start using Teams to support remote learning, you should all have 
received information on this, including logins and passwords, please email school if you have not. As this is new to 
us there may be issues at first, we will do our best to sort these out if they arise. There are links to advice around 

internet safety on our website. We will make use of pre-recorded lessons, eg by Oak National Academy, which can be 
done at a time to suit you, with follow-up activities, many of which are practically or paper based. Teams Meetings, 
which are scheduled by teachers, can be done on a smart phone or Android/Apple tablet. Oak Academy lessons can 
also be viewed on a smart phone if needed. 
We would like you to support your child to do as much as possible of the work that we send home and have 
provided an outline timetable for this. However, we recognise that all households and all children are different so 
please just do as much of this as works for your child and household.  
Once a week, for the following Monday, please email your child’s class teachers with their work; please let your child 
choose their best pieces from the work they have done. Feedback on the work will be provided to the children in the 
scheduled group or class Teams Meetings.  
 
For UFS please email 1 piece each of Maths, English, and 1 other. These can be photos of the children doing their 
learning or the work itself. LFS and UFS please send to all 3 teachers jfrazer@southossett.wakefield.sch.uk    
jlilley@southossett.wakefield.sch.uk and  jfreeman@southossett.wakefield.sch.uk 
For Y1 and Y2 please send 2 pieces each of Maths, English, and 2 others.  
Y1 please email to both lbroadhead@southossett.wakefield.sch.uk and koconnor@southossett.wakefield.sch.uk 
Y2 please email to mtorr@southossett.wakefield.sch.uk 
The children can show this work, or other pieces, to their teachers at the group Teams meetings, when they will also 
get to see some of their classmates. 
Please use the email addresses above to send work to teachers and my email to contact school on other issues. 
 

We have no “spare” laptops in school and only have a limited number of other devices so cannot loan these out. I 
know that in some families, access to devices may be limited but despite what you may read/see in the press, we 
haven’t been given any additional funding specifically to buy devices for home use by children, nor allocated any 
devices to give out. The only exception is for children who are on Free School Meals (FSM). If needed, we can buy for 
FSM children as this is already funded, but not for Universal Infants Free School Meals – UIFSM – all the fulltime 
children at our school are UIFSM. If you feel you are eligible for FSM there is a link on the website to the forms to 
apply for this; go to The Community, then Parents tab. If you are really struggling access to learning, please let me 
know. There are also schemes around that can support with data allowances where this is identified as a barrier to 
learning due to income – please email me if you feel this applies to you, or with any other queries around this. 

 

www.southossettinfantsacademy.co.uk 
There are links on the school website to web addresses on safe internet use –  

On our website go to The Community, Internet Safety 
Email:headteacher@southossett.wakefield.sch.uk 
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Outline timetable and important points 
 

 The work is set out in a suggested timetable, with links to the work and lessons for the week, for the children 
in the Files section in Teams. This will also go out via the Parent Hub App. 

 Please use emails not Teams chat/post to communicate with school. We have set up Teams for the children, 
with your support, to talk with their teachers at Teams meetings and as a mechanism for sharing work from 
school to home. It is not intended for parents to use as a messaging service and teachers will not reply via 
this, so please use emails. 

 Do not modify the documents in Files on Teams; this modifies them for everyone. Please download or print 
things off before use. 

 
For Full-time children 

 There are maths, English and phonics sessions for each day for full-time children, plus other topic or other 
subject area lessons – these are the pre-recorded lessons for example from Oak Academy or Letters and 
sounds, so you can watch these at a time that suits you as a family. 

 There are also Lexia, and for Education City (and RM Easy Maths for UFS) there are activities to complete.  

 You will also get spellings for your child to practise. Whether your child is in school or at home, please test 
your child on these at home, on Friday if possible, they can share how they did with their teachers in the 
Teams meetings. Please also continue with reading with your child. 

 Please email work to teachers as stated earlier in this letter 

 Teachers will schedule two Teams meetings a week with groups of children (once we get our technical issues 
fixed!). Please stay with your child to both get them on and help with its use, at least until other children 
arrive. Children should bring some of their work to this to share and discuss with their teachers. They will get 
feedback from their  teachers at these sessions and check how they are doing with their work.  

 Teachers will also check on use of Lexia, Education City and RM Easy Maths activities. 

 If you need additional resources for your child, such as lined or plain paper, paper copies of things or other 
items, let us know. 

 
For Part-time children 

 There are a selection of learning activities and suggestions, plus links where appropriate to on-line resources, 
ideas and some oak or other lessons. 

 The teachers are aiming to do two LFS Teams Storytime sessions to keep in contact with the children. 
 

 
I know that, like us in school, you have an awful lot of change to deal with in a short space of time. We are here to 
support you and your child. Please get in touch, via email, if needed. 
 
 
Kind Regards, 
Mrs Shute 
 
 
CHANGE OF DATE 
 
We did have an Inset day planned for 29th January; with everything that is going on, I have postponed this until 
Friday 25th June. 
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