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20th April 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
It is part way through our second week back already. There is a lovely atmosphere in school, the children are settling 
back in well, there are many smiles to be seen and they are all getting on well with their work. From today, 
depending on your child’s class, our parent consultations start. If you haven’t booked yours yet these details went out 
on Parent Hub and email; if you haven’t received them please let us know. 
 
From the work we received back over lockdown and the way the children are learning now in school we can see the 
impact of the hard work that you put into delivering remote teaching/home learning. We know that everyone, in 
school and at home, did their best. We can see that for many children this has meant that academically they have 
come back where we would have expected them to be if they had been in school. There are of course some gaps in 
knowledge and skills. We are adapting teaching to suit what the children need to learn next, both in terms of 
curriculum and in the personal, social and emotional aspects of school that they missed out on. The topic planning/ 
class newsletters have been sent home so that if you wish to you can continue to support the children’s learning in 
these areas at home. 
 
During lockdown we had between 20-35% of our pupils in school, depending on the class/day of the week; those 
children classed as vulnerable or key worker children on the days their parents needed them to attend in order to 
fulfil their role. These children followed the same curriculum as that provided for the children at home, Oak National 
Academy lessons and other learning resources, supported by the teachers and practitioners in school. 
 
We know how this worked in school and we had regular feedback and comments from parents and children on 
Teams calls, phone calls and emails. This feedback was generally positive. In order to further gauge parental/carer 
views I sent out a questionnaire on our remote learning offer, to fulltime parents only as our Lower Foundation Stage 
remained fully open. We had 7 replies before the deadline, with a further 3 after this, from the 84 families whose 
children attend school - a 12% response rate. 
 
From these different evidence bases, overall it seems that most parents felt we provided the right amount of work, 
and most parents/carers questionnaire responses were generally positive (if we take 4 and above as positive) except 
for the question on Oak; in the questionnaire responses there were more parents who didn’t find the Oak lessons 
engaging for their child. There was a consistency throughout the comments in the wish for more time with class 
teachers. 
 
A number of comments, both questionnaire responses and ongoing feedback throughout lockdown, reflected the 
difficulties parents/carers faced in balancing different expectations. This included balancing the government’s 
insistence on young children (who are used to adult input and support in their learning) receiving up to 3 hours 
remote learning alongside the challenges of working fulltime and/or dealing with a number of children in the house.  
 
Thank you for all your feedback. I tried to make clear throughout that we as a school recognised the huge demands 
that home schooling placed upon you and so we selected approaches that suited the ages and learning needs of Early 
Years and Infant age children and the way the children are used to learning and being taught. 
 
Hopefully, if everyone continues to be sensible of “hands, face and space” as restrictions are lifted we won’t need to 
close school to most children again. Unfortunately, the possibility of bubble closures is still present, though as unwell 
children and adults are not coming to school/onsite, and thank to everyone’s hard work, mask wearing and no doubt 
other reasons too, we haven’t had to close one yet. 
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If we do have to close a bubble, it would just be for 10 days. We would still mostly be utilising the Oak lessons as 
these are recommended and recognised as a good resource; they deliver the teaching in an Early Years and Infant 
focused approach, with age and year group matched content. However as everyone would be at home, we will be 
able to build in more time for the children to be with teachers and, perhaps do some live or recorded specific lessons 
and stories, as this was mentioned in feedback as something you would have liked more of in our remote learning 
offer. The full questionnaire results can be found below, along with a summary of some of the comments. 
 
Polling Day 6th May 2021; our Foundation Stage building will be used as a polling station on 6th May. We will 
not be able to run our lower Foundation Stage session on this day. Upper Foundation Stage will work in the Main 
School hall. I will send out further details around drop off and collection next week.  
 
As ever, if you have any comments or queries on any of this, please call or email. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Mrs Shute 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here are responses - sometimes there are more than 10 answers as some questionnaires gave two different responses 
to reflect two children in a family. 
Questions 

1. The amount of work given; 9/10 – the right amount, 1/10 too much 

The next few questions asked for a graded response 1 = low, 5 = high 
2. Pupil engagement with Oak lessons; 1/10 gave no response, 1/10 said 1, 3/10 said 2, 3/10 said 3, 3/10 said 

4  (3/10 were 4) 
3. How useful were small group Teams meetings;  1/10 gave no response, 1/10 said 2, 2/10 said 3, 2/10 said 

4, 4/10 said 5  (6/10 were 4 or above) 
4. How useful were the whole class social Teams meetings; 1/10 gave no response, 2/10 said 2, 2/10 said 3, 

1/10 said 4, 5/10 said 5 (6/10 were 4 or above) 
5. This next question said that we offered 5 whole class socials, how many would you have liked; 1/10 gave no 

response, 1/10 said 1, 1/10 said 2, 7/10 said 5  (7/10 were 5) 
6. How valuable was feedback from school; 3/10 said 3, 3/10 said 4, 4/10 said 5 (7/10 were 4 or above) 
7. How do you feel we supported your mental health and wellbeing as a family; 1/10 said 2, 3/10 said 3, 4/10 

said 4, 4/10 said 5 (7/10 were 4 or above) 

There was then a box for comments. There were complimentary comments on the work and support given, on teacher 
feedback and the Teams meetings. A number said they would have preferred more recorded lessons with the teachers 
or live streamed teaching. Some comments reflected parent/carer views that Oak was not engaging enough for their 
child, others were that they would have liked more worksheet based teaching rather than lessons online, some were 
very positive about the work offered.  
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