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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

We are consulting on our start and finish time, in response to the change in times at Southdale; the children at 
Southdale now start at 8.30 and school finishes at 2.55. 
 

With our current opening times, this poses a problem for families with a child at both schools, as it only leaves 5 
minutes to get here from Southdale at the end of the day. We have put a temporary measure in place to support 
these families, but we need to look at a longer-term response. It is not possible, as a school, to continue to provide 
the existing temporary arrangements in the long term.  
We are therefore consulting with you, for parent/carer views on the following two options.   
 

Option One - We change our start and finish times. We open the doors at 8.55, still with 9.00 door closing 
and registration, and the children leave at 3.10 pm. Our Lower Foundation Stage would then also change to 8.55-
11.55.  
  
Option Two - We do not change our start and finish times but leave them as they are 8.45, with a 9.00 door closing 
and registration and a 3.00pm finish.   
  
Option One would be the better option for a significant number of our families who have children at both schools 
now or who may have in the future. This would also be better in terms of community cohesion as the times would 
not conflict with one another. While not everyone is currently affected, any family with two children in different year 
groups here would eventually be affected by sticking to our existing times.  
  
The governors and I have looked at the possible options and we have already consulted with the staff on this who 
are happy to support a change that will support our families. We need to consult all stakeholders as we are not 
simply reverting to pre-pandemic timings but actually proposing a change to timings. (The amount of time in school 
would not change for the children.)  
 

So please vote. In order to make it as fair as possible, it is one vote per family not one vote per child in school. Please 
send an email to school to headteacher@southossett.wakefield.sch.uk with the name of your child/children and 
simply Option One or Option Two. There is a template below the signature you can copy, paste and amend. 
 

If the vote is close or if there are only a limited number of responses, the governing body will look at the votes and 
go with the option that we feel is better in both the shorter and longer term for children, families and school.  
 

To give you time to plan and discuss, responses need to be in by 9.00 on Monday 4th October. This will give 
everyone 4 weeks: if this is the option chosen, the changes would come into place on Monday 1st November, the 
first week back after the holidays.   
 

Kind Regards, 
Mrs Shute  
 

Copy and Amend as needed – 
 

My child/children's name(s) - 
My choice -   Option  
Any comments -  
Signed  
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