
s:\2021-2022 newsletters\t1\8 10 21 parents evenings.docx 

 

South Ossett Infants’ Academy 
Vicar Lane, Ossett, West Yorkshire, WF5 0BE 

Telephone  01924 274380 

Email: headteacher@southossett.wakefield.sch.uk 

Headteacher:  Mrs Tina Shute 
Safeguarding Officer: Mrs Tina Shute 

Registered in England. Company No: 7851205 

 
8th October 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

It has been a lovely start to the year in school. Five weeks into the half-term, the children are enjoying their new 
classes and both buildings are full of children happily engaged in their learning. Our newest children, just joining 
us in Upper and Lower Foundation, are getting to know their school adults and new friends. We can see them 
settling in more each day. There is still lots of handwashing, use of sanitiser and additional cleaning, but the 
children (and staff) are enjoying returning to a more usual way of being in school. It is good to have our Upper 
Foundation Stage children mixing with Year One and Two again for assemblies and at lunchtimes. 
 

Thank you to everyone for keeping to the guidance on unwell children not attending school. Case rates are still 
high in Wakefield. If a child (or adult) has any of the three main symptoms, they must not attend school and 
need to self-isolate until tested and only return to school following a negative PCR result or the required self-
isolation time. A cold with just a runny nose or sore throat does not need a test but still please keep your child 
at home if they are unwell with their cold. Public health advice is still that as well as being asymptomatic, Covid 
symptoms in children can be vomiting or upset tummy. They have advised taking children for a PCR test if they 
have these symptoms.  
 

Sorry there’s a lot to read in this newsletter but there’s lots to share with you. 
 

Sadly, there aren’t many dates to share. By this point in time I am usually giving you advance notice on Christmas 
dates as well as Harvest concert, however all of these things will need a very different approach this year. We 
will still do in-school events for the children but we will not be holding concerts, workshops or Walkabouts 
where we invite parents and carers in, due to the high local case rates. We will review this approach in the first 
term after Christmas. 
We walked to Christ Church today for our Harvest Assembly with the full-time children. We sang a song and 
talked about the harvest. There will be photos on Teams. The children also heard about the Resource Centre, 
our local food bank and a flyer is going home on Parent Hub about this. 
 

For Parents’ and Carers’ consultations, we are going to run these as telephone appointments, following positive 
feedback on this from last year and the current high Covid rates.  
We will still use the online booking system; your 10 minute appointment is for a phone conversation with one 
of your child’s teachers. Lower Foundation Stage appointments will be 8th November, Upper Foundation Stage 
2nd and 10th November. Year One consultations will be 4th, 9th, 10th November, Year Two will be 3rd, 4th, 9th 
November. These will be from 3.15-4.45pm. Please be sure to choose a time when you know you will be 
available to answer your phone and in a quiet enough location – if we are phoning mobiles background noise 
can often make phone conversations difficult.  
 

The teachers will phone at the time you have booked. In order to make this possible the phone calls will need 
to stick to the allotted 10 minutes. I will be asking the teachers to keep to the timings; if further time is required 
to discuss something you can always email and arrange to speak further at another time.  
If you do not pick up when the phone rings the first time and it goes to answerphone, the teachers will end the 
call. They will then call straight back and if the phone is not answered again, they will end the call. At the third 
unanswered attempt, the teachers will leave a message and will then not call back. PLEASE DO NOT CALL 
SCHOOL if you miss the booked call, as this will block the phone lines and we would then be unable to stick to 
the rest of the appointment times. You would need to email school to arrange another time on another date to 
speak with the teacher if you cannot take or miss the call. 
 

I know this seems quite inflexible but we will need a clear protocol set out if we are to keep to timings. 
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Information on how to book will be sent out on Monday 11th October and the booking system itself will be open 
from 10.00am on Thursday 14th October. 
As with everything at the moment, all of the information I have just shared is subject to the teachers being 
available. If staff become unwell we will let you know as soon as possible and make arrangements for alternate 
times.  
 

If children are off due to symptoms or a positive test result, we will send home “home learning” information for 
you to complete with your child/children if they are at home with you for an extended time but are well enough 
to learn. The teachers will be sending home, with each full-time child, a pack of resources to support home 
learning. This is to use generally, but will also be useful for if children need to self-isolate. 
 

On the first day of absence, you will get a letter, via email or Parent Hub, outlining things to do on a daily basis. 
Then by the end of the second day, you will get information on the class-linked work for that week. 
 

We do not expect children who are poorly to do the work but there is an expectation from the government 
that, as much as your circumstances permit, you would support your child/children in completing the work. Due 
to the age of the children, they will need you to support them with their learning; to log them on to the websites 
given, or sit with them and talk to them about the task; this is how they learn and work in school. The work set 
is matched to the expectation for your child’s year group.  
 

We know that everyone’s circumstances are different and employers may have different levels of understanding 
of the need to support children with home learning. There may be other children or others in the household 
who also need support. Please do the amount that suits your circumstances; as a minimum; reading every day, 
practising spellings and/or sight vocabulary, doing some writing and counting using the activities in the home 
learning pack – depending on the guidance from your child’s teacher. 
 

We can provide paper copies of the learning links sent home if you let us know, by phone or email that you 
would like this, but you would, where possible, need to collect it. 
When your child has done some of the work, if your child is in Foundation Stage, please email the work to Mrs 
Frazer jfrazer@southossett.wakefield.sch.uk In Key Stage One, please email the work to me using the 
headteacher@southossett.wakefield.sch.uk  at the end of the week.  
 

We break up for our half term holiday on Thursday 21st October, at 3.00 as usual. Friends have organised a 
“Spooky Thursday” dressing up day on that date - a letter went home about this yesterday. 
 

As stated, the consultation results were in on Monday 4th October so, as from the first Monday back after the 
half-term holiday, our school timings will change. 

As from Monday 1st November school opening times will be  
For full-time children   
Doors open 8.55, doors close and registration 9.00 
School finish time will be 3.10 pm. 
From Monday 1st November Lower Foundation Stage will start at 8.55 and finish at 11.55 
 

Although at present, with restricting visitors into school, we can’t have the same level of in person conversations 
as we usually have and enjoy, we are still trying to keep good communication between school and home as a 
priority. So if you have any queries or comments about any of this, please call or email. 
 

Kind Regards, 
 

Mrs Shute 
 
 
 
 
 

 

www.southossettinfantsacademy.co.uk 
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