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1st November 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Welcome back. First of all, a huge thank you to all of you with your support in keeping school open last half term. I 
know it is not ideal that we are asking you not to come into school and that events such as Harvest or Nativity are 
just for the children. However, thanks to this, our handwashing and hygiene procedures and poorly children staying 
at home, we have so far not had an outbreak of Covid in school. You will see from the other letter, from Wakefield 
council, that not having events with parents/carers coming into school, is in line with the advice for all local schools 
and academies. 
 
The children settled back into or started school well last half term. There’s a lovely atmosphere in school and the 
children are enjoying working and learning in class with their classmates and teachers. Across school, as well as all 
our usual work, we are addressing some of the common themes we have noticed across most of the children. We 
feel these are a result of the impact that the pandemic had on everyone’s lives – not just to their being in school but 
the limits to mixing with others and not going to different places.  
 
Parents/Carers consultations start tomorrow and continue across this and next week. Please do not ring school if you 
miss your call – we only have 2 lines and it will impact on our ability to run the rest of the appointments on time. I 
have asked all the staff to stick strictly to the 10 minutes allocated for each appointment – if you have more 
questions then please email school to arrange a follow-up appointment. 
 
One of the aspects that may be discussed is the impact of Covid that we have observed in school - across school we 
are working on encouraging the children to speak clearly and answer in full sentences, not just short phrases or 
single word answers. We are also working vocabulary, both specific to subjects in school and adding descriptive 
vocabulary. If children are struggling to talk in this more “formal” way it impacts on their ability to write in sentences. 
If they are struggling to say the letter sounds clearly this can make it much harder for them to spell words. You could 
help with this at home by encouraging your child to do the same or by modelling back to them the full answer or by 
adding extra detail, for example – 
“What can you see?” 
“Leaves.” 
“Oh, you can see all the leaves on the muddy ground?” 
Or   
“What can you see?” 
“I can see lots of leaves.” 
“Oh, you can see all the red and brown leaves on the muddy ground? Do you think they are crunchy or soggy?” 
You could also encourage them to talk about books you read to them or that they read – talking about any new or 
less familiar words. 
 
We are also encouraging the children to continue to work on doing more things for themselves, whilst also knowing 
we will help them if they have really tried but still need help. They have made a great start – they are great at coming 
into school independently and they have become much faster at getting changed for PE. If they ask for help with 
routines or about things we know that they know or can do, we are reminding them that we have seen them do this, 
and can they remember how to… – giving them the chance to try before we help. They are also getting better sharing 
and working together in groups, taking turns and listening to the children in their classes. We are also teaching them 
to challenge themselves and work on the things they find tricky, not simply practice known facts or skills – though 
young children do also need practise to retain new learning. 
 
These are things that, from my conversations with other headteachers, are an impact of the pandemic on children 
across the district, not just here. If you would like any more help or ideas on this for your child or children, just let me 
know. 
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One upcoming change in school that is both a sad but happy piece of news is that our PE coach, Luke Bailey, will 
finish with us on Thursday 4th November. He will do his in-school session then we will be saying our goodbyes. We 
will be sad to lose him but he is going on to new things, working for the police as a PCSO. From how well he works in 
school, I am sure he will be excellent in his new role.  
 
Sadly, this will leave us without anyone to run an after-school club on Thursdays. If you are aware of a coach, in 
dance or sport, who is good with children, has all the correct training and might be interested, please ask them to 
contact me via  headteacher@southossett.wakefield.sch.uk  
 
As you will be aware, following on from our consultation, our opening and closing times are now 8.55-3.10 or 8.55-
11.55 for Lower Foundation. Please walk to school, if you can, to reduce congestion on Vicar Lane. There is also a 
carpark in Green Park so you can “Park and Stride” if you need your car to get to work after drop off.  
 
 
Christmas, which will be here before we know it, will be different in school this year. We will be holding our Nativity 
in school, filming this and putting it on Teams for you to see, rather than inviting people in to watch. While this DIY 
filming will not be the same as the professionally produced one on DVD, it will mean everyone will be able to see 
this. You could login to show this to grandparents or others, but please do not copy this to share with others, as this 
would be in breach of both safeguarding guidance and the copyright on the play. 
 
To allow for some shared involvement, we will send home some ideas and materials to make decorations to bring in 
to decorate the hall for Christmas, rather than our Christmas workshop. We will not be having our usual Christmas 
Walkabout either, but we are planning on two slightly longer singalongs outdoors (weather permitting) for fulltime 
children during the last week of school– more details to follow later.  
 
Thank you again for all your donations, to Harvest and school fund last half term. The School Council have also 
chosen two charities to support next half term; Christmas Jumper Day and The Reindeer Run – again, more details to 
follow. Friends of South Ossett are also organising Christmas events – the Fancy Dress Sale and a Christmas 
Chocolate Shop.  
 
As ever, if you have any questions, queries or concerns, please call or send me an email 
 

Kind Regards, 
Mrs Shute  
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