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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Thank you to all parents for the support you continue to give your children and our school 
community. It’s much appreciated by staff and Governors alike.  
With this in mind, there is something we would like to ask for your help with. 
  
Please Drive with Care and Attention on Vicar Lane  
  
It has been brought to the attention of the Governing Body that there have been several incidents 
of people driving at speed into the parish centre car park recently. 
  
To clarify the situation for those parents who have expressed confusion, Vicar Lane bears sharply 
to the left immediately as you see the gates to the annexe building. The road does not carry on 
into the car park. Vehicles approaching the car park are in fact making a righthand turn across the 
carriageway and should signal and make the appropriate adjustments to their already slow 
speed. Adjusting vehicle speed to accommodate this will be a valuable step towards keeping all 
our children and families safe. 
  
The Governors ask parents to keep in mind that the school has over 100 very small children, with 
associated pushchairs and younger siblings, using that area at the same time. There are very 
narrow pavements and therefore extra vigilance is essential. If a vehicle is of a large size 
additional care needs to be taken to keep these small children in line of sight. 
In the interests of keeping all our children safe, we would like to offer a reminder that being mindful 
of (often congested) driving conditions during drop off and pick up times will go a long way to 
preventing accidents. 
  
As a Governing Body, we oversee the legal duty of care the Academy and its staff have, to keep 
our children safe at all times. With this in mind (and because it has been reported that this is not a 
one-off occurrence but a situation which has been described as worsening) we have asked Mrs 
Shute to contact our local Community Police Officer. They will be able to observe the situation on 
site at the times mentioned and offer us further advice as to how we can encourage drivers to 
moderate their speed whilst driving in the vicinity of school, in order to ensure the safety of our 
children. 
  
We would also like to mention that the Parish Centre car park is actually a private space, which is 
currently accessible for parent parking solely due to the generosity of the Church. We would hate 
to think that our longstanding arrangement could be jeopardised by the actions of a small minority. 
  
Thanks again to all parents who are mindful of safety at these times. With increased vigilance, 
we’re optimistic that we’ll maintain our safety standards. 
 
Kind Regards, 
The Governing Body 
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