
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science 

In Science we will be observing seasonal change, 
including observing and describing weather 
associated with the season of Winter.  

We are continuing to investigate materials, the 
children will learn to name a variety of everyday 
materials, talk about what it is used for and how it 
is made. We will investigate how materials change.  

Some of the vocabulary we have used: Y1 wood, 
fabric, metal, glass, property.  Y2, all of the 
above plus: squashing, bending, stretching etc.  

 

History 

We will be making timelines about space travel and 
learning about important people, both nationally and 
internationally, including Peake, Armstrong, Aldrin and 
Collins. We will research the Apollo 11 moon landing, 
and we will be looking at film and newspaper articles 
from this time before creating our own. 

Some of the vocabulary we have used: Y1 timeline, 
similar, fact, event, evidence, invention, living 
memory, lifetimes, transport, national, explorer, 
inventor, sequence, research, present, future, 
memory, information, similarity, difference. Y2 
all of the above plus: Significant, opinion, decade, 
century, periods of time, key features, contribution, 
achievements, impact, observe, contrast, conclusion 

 

Design Technology  

The children are designing, making and evaluating space 
vehicles and aliens in DT, Construction and Den Building.  

Some of the vocabulary we have used: Y1 axle, wheel, 
solar panel, battery, fixing, join, design, tools, 
skills. Y2 all of the above plus: measure, improve, plan, 
collaborate. 

 

Religious Education 

This half term we will be learning about the 
Christian celebration Christmas and comparing it 
to the Muslim celebration Eid.  We will be talking 
about celebrations that we share with our families 
and why they are important.  We will be retelling 
the Christmas story through art, writing, role play 
and our nativity.  

Some of the vocabulary we have used: Y1 
Christian, church, friend, bible, cross, 
candle, prayer, belief, God, Jesus, 
celebrations, festivals, special, Christmas, 
words linked to nativity e.g Mary, Joseph, 
Eid, Muslim, religion 

Y2 all of the above plus: crucifix, vicar, priest, 
values, similarities, advent, symbolism 

Relationship Education 

In relationship education we have been learning that 
friendships are important and the characteristics of good 
friends. We will talk about feelings and which situations 
are safe and unsafe. 

Some of the vocabulary we have used: Y1 friendly, 
kind, unkind, welcoming, happy, sad, caring, 
sharing.   

Y2 all of the above plus healthy, kindness, smile, 
uncomfortable, boundaries, personal, space.   

 

Computing 

We are continuing to practise using word processing and 
insert an image from a safe source. The children did 
some word processing about Halloween. We have also 
used the apps lexia, reading eggs, education city and RM 
Maths.  

 

 

Geography  

This half term we will be learning about the solar system and 
comparing the atmosphere on the moon and other planets to 
Earth.  

Some of the vocabulary we have used: Y1 ocean, continent, 
country, key, Equator, hot, cold.  Y2 all of the above plus: 
vegetation, environment, characteristics, scale, hemisphere Physical Education 

In P.E the children will be staying active by practising 
running, hopping and jumping, they will be learning how to 
quickly change direction.  Over the course of the half term 
they will measure their progress with these skills. In dance the 
children will be creating a performance about space.  
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Phonics in Year One 

Both of our Class 1 phonic groups, the Blackbirds 
and the Owls, are recapping on their Phase 3 phonic 
sounds and reviewing some of the phase 3 and 5 
words to read and spell. 

The Blackbirds are currently working through the 
Phase 5 phonemes and the Owls are now learning 
some of the alternative sounds that certain 
graphemes can sometimes make – for example the 
letter a on its own usually makes an ‘a’ sound, but in 
the word /was/ it makes an ‘o’ sound. 

Once we have looked at a particular sound we then 
practice reading and writing words which contain this 
sound, before using some of the words in a ‘silly 
sentence’ which the children then write from memory. 
This builds their memory, ‘sounding out to spell’ skills 
and sentence structure.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English in Year One 

In handwriting we are continuing to focus on the 
formation of lower-case letters, of appropriate size, 
sitting each one on the line and starting and 
finishing in the correct places. You could help your 
children to practise their letter formation at home.  

We will be focussing on sounding out the words they 
want to use with their phonic skills adding a finger 
space between each word and a full stop to 
punctuate the end of each sentence. We will be 
trying to include some of the fantastic vocabulary 
we will be learning through our topic work.  

Please try and read as often as possible with your 
child, writing each time in their yellow reading 
record. When reading with your child you could talk 
about interesting words that the author has chosen 
and discuss any new vocabulary. 

 

Maths in Year One 

In Maths we have been learning out number bonds 
– pairs of numbers which make 10, then 9, 8, 7 
etc. which will then help us to mentally solve 
simple addition and subtraction problems.  

We will soon be moving on to using positional 
language to describe where objects are, then 
moving on to working with money, recognising the 
coins and their different values.  

You can help your child by practicing their number 
bonds with them at home each week, counting 
forwards and backwards in 2s, 5s and 10s and 
letting explore the different coins and ordering 
them from the least to most in value. This will help 
to build their confidence and independence when 
working in school.  

 

 

 

If you have any questions about this newsletter please feel free to come in and speak to us or email 
headteacher@southossett.wakefield.sch.uk. Please check the ‘Parent Hub’ app for examples of work that we will be adding in 
the future.   You might find this website useful:  www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/education-jargon-buster   
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