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Pupil premium strategy statement 

This statement details our school’s use of pupil premium (and recovery premium for the 
2021 to 2022 academic year) funding to help improve the attainment of our 
disadvantaged pupils.  

It outlines our pupil premium strategy, how we intend to spend the funding in this 
academic year and the effect that last year’s spending of pupil premium had within our 
school.  

School overview 

Detail Data 

School name South Ossett Infants’ 
Academy 

Number of pupils in school  81 FT, 13 PT 

Proportion (%) of pupil premium eligible pupils 4% FT (3 children), 8% 
FT(1 child) 

Academic year/years that our current pupil premium 
strategy plan covers  

2021/2022 to  

2024/2025 

Date this statement was published December 2021 

Date on which it will be reviewed July 2022 

Statement authorised by Tina Shute, 
Headteacher 

Pupil premium lead Tina Shute, 
Headteacher 

Governor / Trustee lead Rachael Walker, lead for 
Pupil Premium 

Funding overview 

Detail Amount 

Pupil premium funding allocation this academic year £6,035 

Recovery premium funding allocation this academic year £2,000 

Pupil premium funding carried forward from previous 
years (enter £0 if not applicable) 

£0 

Total budget for this academic year 

If your school is an academy in a trust that pools this 
funding, state the amount available to your school this 
academic year 

£8,035 
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Part A: Pupil premium strategy plan 

Statement of intent 

At South Ossett Infants’ Academy our goal is that all children, irrespective of their 

background or the challenges they face, make good or better progress and achieve 

high standards across all subject areas. The focus of our pupil premium strategy is to 

ensure that disadvantaged children are specifically supported to achieve this, including 

progress for those who are already high attainers.  

A fundamental priority is to make sure that all children have access to high quality first 

teaching across the curriculum and ensure that there are strong systems in place to 

monitor teaching and learning. Our curriculum has been designed and developed from 

the Early Years Framework and the National Curriculum, using research so that our 

children have the best pedagogical approaches. Research evidences that high quality 

teaching has the greatest impact on closing the disadvantage attainment gap and at 

the same time will benefit the non-disadvantaged children in our school. 

As well as identifying and addressing the needs of any children in receipt of pupil 

premium, we will consider the challenges faced by other vulnerable pupils, such as 

those who have a social worker and those who are young carers. 

As reading and language development are vital for all children for them to access, to 

be successful and to achieve highly across the curriculum, making good progress in 

these areas is of great importance. As such we have a strong focus, for all the children, 

on the foundations of phonics and the love of books whilst also ensuring that our 

children’s speech, language and communication is thoughtfully built up in a planned 

sequence, through our curriculum planning.  

Through access to knowledge and vocabulary built upon through our curriculum, as 

well as enriching experiences and time to embed and develop independent learning in 

areas of provision we ensure that every child develops the essential knowledge that 

they need to fully access their current curriculum and prepare them for their future 

success.  

Implicit in the intended outcomes detailed below, is the intention that non-

disadvantaged children’s attainment will be sustained and improved alongside 

progress for their disadvantaged peers; if and when any children experience barriers to 

their learning, well planned and effectively delivered interventions are swiftly 

implemented, which are carefully monitored to ensure every child keeps up and 

achieves. 
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Our strategy is also integral to wider school plans for education recovery, including in 

its targeted support through the National Tutoring Programme (NTP) for pupils whose 

education has been worst affected, including non-disadvantaged pupils.     

We have low numbers of disadvantaged pupils, so the additional funding, even with the 

recovery premium and NTP funding, does not fully cover all the aspects outlined below. 

The additional funding will come from the school’s budget as the approaches outlined 

are of benefit to all pupils, whilst also ensuring a specific focus on meeting the 

identified need of our disadvantaged children. 

Challenges 

This details the key challenges to achievement that we have identified among our 
disadvantaged pupils 

Challenge 
number 

Detail of challenge  

1 Assessments, observations, and discussions with pupils indicate less 
well-developed oral language skills and some vocabulary gaps for all 
our disadvantaged children following on from two years of disrupted   
education. These are evident from Lower Foundation Stage through to 
KS1 and in general, are more prevalent among our small number of dis-
advantaged children than their peers. Baseline assessments indicate 
that disadvantaged pupils have a lower starting point in areas of PSED, 
C&L, literacy and mathematics. 

2 Assessments, observations, and discussions with the children suggest 
our disadvantaged children generally have greater difficulties with phon-
ics than their peers. This negatively impacts their development as read-
ers and is often exacerbated by less time spent reading at home with a 
parent or carer. 

3 Our assessments and observations indicate that the education and well-
being of our disadvantaged pupils have been impacted by partial school 
closures to a greater extent than for other pupils. These findings are 
supported by national studies.  

4 Parents of disadvantaged children may find it difficult to engage and 
work with school, possibly due to prior negative experiences of educa-
tion and so may not always recognise the importance of home and 
school working together to support their child’s learning. 

Intended outcomes  

This explains the outcomes we are aiming for by the end of our current strategy plan, 

and how we will measure whether they have been achieved. 
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Intended outcome Success criteria 

Improved oral 
language skills and 
vocabulary among 
disadvantaged pupils.  

 

Assessments and observations indicate significantly im-
proved oral language among disadvantaged pupils. This is 
evident when triangulated with other sources of evidence, 
including engagement in lessons, book scrutiny and ongo-
ing formative assessment. 

Continued good or 
better reading 
attainment among 
disadvantaged pupils.  

Disadvantaged pupils make good or better progress from 
their starting points in phonics and reading and achieve 
well in end of Key Stage outcomes – EYFSP, Phonics 
checks and Key Stage 1 outcomes 

To achieve and sustain 
improved wellbeing for 
all children in our 
school, particularly our 
disadvantaged children. 

Sustained high levels of wellbeing demonstrated by data 
from conversations with children, pupil voice, parent sur-
veys and teacher observations 

 

Disadvantaged pupils 
are supported more by 
parents at home 

Parental feedback indicates that parents feel more confi-
dent and able to support their child at home. Disadvantaged 
children read more regularly at home. 

 

Activity in this academic year 

This details how we intend to spend our pupil premium (and recovery premium funding) 

this academic year to address the challenges listed above. 

Teaching (CPD) 

Budgeted cost: £ 8,000 

Activity Evidence that supports this 
approach 

Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

Foundation Stage CPD 
programme to support the 
modelling of language 
development 

EEF - NELI approved programme 1, 2  

Focus on continuing to en-
rich, develop and extend vo-
cabulary across all areas of 
the curriculum 

EEF - putting evidence to work 

Alex Quigley – Closing the vocabulary 
gap 

1 
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Ensuring effective phonics 
teaching across school, sup-
ported by or English/Read-
ing Lead 

Phonics approaches have a strong 
evidence base that indicates a positive 
impact on the accuracy of word reading 
(though not necessarily 
comprehension), particularly for 
disadvantaged pupils:  

EEF Guidance Document – Preparing 
for Literacy EEF Improving Literacy: 
Effectively implement a Systematic 
Phonic Programme 

2 

Continue to focus on social 
and emotional development, 
including training for and im-
plementing the new RHE pol-
icy. 
 
Good social and emotional 
approaches will be embed-
ded into routine educational 
practices and supported by in 
school professional develop-
ment and training for staff. 

There is extensive evidence 
associating childhood social and 
emotional skills with improved 
outcomes at school and in later life 
(e.g., improved academic performance, 
attitudes, behaviour and relationships 
with peers): 

EEF_Social_and_Emotional_Learning.
pdf(educationendowmentfoundation.or
g.uk) 

3 

 

 

Targeted academic support  

Budgeted cost: £ 5,000 

Activity Evidence that supports this approach Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

Deliver NELI speech 
and language 
intervention programme 
for Reception pupils 

DfE – NELI approve speech and language 
programme Alex Quigley – closing the vo-
cabulary gap 

1 

Targeted use of the 
Catch-Up Reading 
programme 

Tuition targeted at specific needs and 
knowledge gaps can be an effective 
method to support low attaining pupils or 
those falling behind, both one-to-one: 

One to one tuition | EEF 
(educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk) 

1,2 

Additional phonics 
sessions targeted at 
disadvantaged pupils 

Phonics approaches have a strong 
evidence base indicating a positive impact 
on pupils, particularly from disadvantaged 
backgrounds. Targeted phonics 

2 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/SEL/EEF_Social_and_Emotional_Learning.pdf
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/SEL/EEF_Social_and_Emotional_Learning.pdf
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/SEL/EEF_Social_and_Emotional_Learning.pdf
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/one-to-one-tuition
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/one-to-one-tuition
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who require further 
phonics support.  

interventions have been shown to be more 
effective when delivered as regular 
sessions over a period up to 12 weeks: 

Phonics | Toolkit Strand | Education 
Endowment Foundation | EEF 

Engaging with the 
National Tutoring Pro-
gramme to provide 
school-led tutoring for 
disadvantaged children 
in Year One and Two 

Tuition targeted at specific needs and 
knowledge gaps can be an effective 
method to support low attaining pupils or 
those falling behind, both one-to-one: 

One to one tuition | EEF (educationendow-
mentfoundation.org.uk) 

And in small groups: 

Small group tuition | Toolkit Strand | Educa-
tion Endowment Foundation | EEF 

1,3 

Wider strategies  

Budgeted cost: £ from school fund and school budget 

Activity Evidence that supports this 
approach 

Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

Whole school focus on maintaining 
good communication despite Covid 
restrictions 

Parent sessions on-line, regular 
updates and phone calls with 
parents/carers, resources and 
newsletters shared 

EEF – working with parents to 
support learning  

DfE Improving School 
Attendance 

4 

Ensuring enrichment activities are 
offered and available to all. 

 3 

 

Total budgeted cost: £13,000 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/teaching-learning-toolkit/phonics/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/teaching-learning-toolkit/phonics/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/one-to-one-tuition
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/one-to-one-tuition
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/teaching-learning-toolkit/small-group-tuition/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/teaching-learning-toolkit/small-group-tuition/
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Part B: Review of outcomes in the previous academic 
year 

Pupil premium strategy outcomes 

This details the impact that our pupil premium activity had on pupils in the 2020 to 2021 

academic year.  

Quality first teaching – We had already made changes to the curriculum and teaching 

at the start of 2020-21 to address the impact from the previous year’s partial closure 

during lockdown. Consequently, all the children in the Year Two cohort achieved WA in 

the Phonics Check. However, our disadvantaged children were impacted by school clo-

sure; all the children were invited to attend as vulnerable children but due to shielding 

or other concerns, the offer to attend was not taken up. We provided bespoke learning 

packs, created a timetable to online resources such as Oak National Academy, had 

daily online sessions for groups of children and offered pupils the opportunity to mix 

with their peers socially online whilst being supervised by their teacher. On the full re-

opening of school, strategies were put in place, especially for our pupil premium chil-

dren, to address the gaps in learning that this caused. This proved most effective for 

our Year Two children; almost all the children, including the disadvantaged, were work-

ing at age related expectations in reading, writing and maths as they moved on to jun-

ior school. For most of our Year One and Foundation Stage children, due to their age 

and less time spent in school they did not recover their “lost learning time” as quickly, 

this is more notable in our vulnerable and disadvantaged children.  

Attendance – whilst attendance has been severely affected by COVID 19 the overall 

attendance surprising came out at 96% 

Behaviour, well-being and mental health – all were significantly impacted by COVID 19 

related issues. We used the pupil premium funding to provide support for groups and 

individuals through targeted support and interventions, linked with a whole school focus 

on well-being, including using approaches and ideas as recommended by the educa-

tional psychology service. Almost all the children, including the disadvantaged, dis-

played high well-being, behaviour and good attendance by the end of 2020-21.  
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