
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Science 

Some of the vocabulary we are using: Year One- omnivores, 
herbivores, carnivores, sort, group, a wide range of animal 
names.  

Year Two, all of the above plus: names of animals and their young e.g. 
cow, calf, pupa, egg, adult, mammals, reptiles, birds, fish, insects. 

In Science we are observing seasonal change, including observing and 
describing weather associated with the season of winter.  

We are also finding out about animals including humans, lifecycles, 
animals and their young and healthy eating and exercise.  

 

 

History 

Some of the vocabulary we are using: Year One - landmark, 
castle, knight, King, Lord, Lady, Queen, past, local, living 
memory, long time ago, artefact, similarity, difference 

Year Two- all of the above plus: battlements, century, and 
significant individuals 

In history we are learning about castles that are local to us, 
Pontefract and Sandal Castle.  Unfortunately, we are unable to 
take a school trip to a castle, instead we will be going on a virtual 
tour.  If you are able to visit a local castle, explore and talk about 
what you see then send in a photograph that would really help 
your child’s learning with this topic. We will also discover how to 
find out about the past.  Later in the topic we will also compare 
modern life to the lives of the people who lived in or visited 
Pontefract Castle in Tudor times.  

 

 

Art and Design  

Some of the vocabulary we are using: Year One- look, colour, 
blend, observe, shape, texture, line, like, dislike, 
improve, outline, material, favourite, artist, art 

Year Two -  all of the above plus: inspired, evaluate, improve, 
design, create, effect, focus, artist, depth, model, pattern, shape, 
form, space 

Children will be looking at works of art inspired by dragons and 
then creating their own mixed media dragon eye art. We will 
send home a photograph of their finished masterpieces.  

 

Religious Education 

Some of the vocabulary we have used: Year One - God, 
Muslim, Islam, Christianity, Christian, Allah, Eid, 
Muhammed, mosque, church, happy, puzzled, sad, 
kindness, prayer, religion 

Year Two – all of the above plus…respect, Qu’ran, Bible, 
peaceful, peace, faith 

In R.E through discussions and activities we will be 
considering the questions…  

What do different people believe about God?  
Why do some people believe God exists?  
Who is a Christian and what do they believe? 
Who is Muslim and what do they believe? 
Do we need to prove God’s existence?  

 

Relationship Education 

This half term we are learning about similarities and 
differences. The children will respectfully discuss the 
differences between themselves and others and recognise 
what makes them unique. We will learn about 
understanding and challenging stereotypes. 

Music 

Some of the vocabulary we are using: Year One – tuned, 
untuned, drum, tambourine, shaker, triangle and 
xylophone Year Two – composition, notation, duration and 
compose.  In Music we are playing a range of percussion 
instruments.  The children will use these instruments to create 
sounds to compliment a story.  

Computing 

Some of the vocabulary we are using: Year One -file, home, 
insert, print, save, enter, space, shift 

Year Two - all of the above plus: algorithm, forwards, backwards, 
left, right, up, down 

In computing we are continuing to use Microsoft Word to present 
our work.  We have begun coding, de bugging and creating simple 
apps. 

 

 

Physical Education 

For this half term we will be doing indoor P.E and teaching the 
children gymnastic skills. We will begin by learning how to jump 
and land safely, following on from this, the children will balance 
using apparatus and incorporate apparatus into a routine or 
sequence. On Tuesday we are practising performing Zumba 
dances.  

Castles and 
Dragons 



 

English in Year Two  

In handwriting we have introduced some more joins 
and many have been begun to use joined handwriting 
in their work. You could help your children to practise 
this at home.  

We began the half term by looking at, discussing and 
evaluating poems both modern and classical.  After 
analysing the word choices and format of the poems 
we planned and wrote our own.  We were inspired 
by the beautiful book ‘The Lost Words’ by Robert 
Macfarlane and wrote acrostic poems about nature.   

For the remainder of the half term we will be 
planning, writing and re-drafting reports, non-
chronological reports and recounts.  These will be 
linked to our topic work on castles, our virtual trip to 
Pontefract Castle and our science work on life cycles.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grammar in Year Two  

This half term in grammar we have begun by learning 
about: 

Using contractions – e.g. can’t, I’m, don’t  

Using apostrophes for possession – Sophie’s bag. 

The spelling pattern tion – station, fiction, motion 

In the following weeks we will be learning about: 
Homophones – words that sound the same but have 
different meanings or spellings e.g. their, there, they’re, to, 
too, two, be, bee 

Noun phrases and expanded noun phrases used to develop 
description – e.g. the muddy, blue car, the overgrown, 
enchanted castle.  

We will continue to learn about nouns, adjectives, adverbs 
and verbs, choosing good examples to add to our word 
banks and dictionaries to help with our writing.  

When reading with your child you could talk about 
interesting words that the author has chosen and discuss 
new vocabulary. Please encourage your child to read for 
20 mins each day.   

 

Maths in Year Two  

In maths we have been recapping our knowledge 
of 2D and 3D shapes; you could help your child by 
talking about properties of shapes you find in your 
environment.  The children should be using the 
language – face, side, edge, vertex, vertices, should 
be able to name the 2D and 3D shapes and notice  
a line of symmetry in a 2D shape. 

We have also been solving problems including 
missing number problems. The children have used 
their knowledge of place value and number facts 
to solve them. In the following weeks we will be 
learning to solve more complex two step problems. 

You can support your child by practising counting 
in 2’s, 5’s, 10’s and 3’s as well as ensuring they 
are secure with their number bonds, these number 
facts will be very helpful when solving problems 
mentally.    

 

If you have any questions about this newsletter please email koconnor@southossett.wakefield.sch.uk. We will use teams to send photos and links to 
the topic that you may like to use at home. You might also find this website useful:  www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/education-jargon-buster   
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