
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science 

In science this half term Year One and Two will be learning about 
plants. Year One will be learning to name a variety od wild and 
garden plants including trees and naming the main parts. Year Two 
will be investigating what plants need in order to grow into healthy 
plants and learning about the life cycle of different plants. Children 
across both classes will be planting seeds or bulbs, observing their 
growth and caring for them. 
Some of the vocabulary: Year One seed, roots, stem, leaves, flower 
fruit. Year Two all of the above plus seed, bulb, germinate, 
embryo, stem, tunic, scales, bud, sprout, compare, comparative 
test 
 

 

 

Geography and History 

Some of the vocabulary: Year One - similar, invention, 
living memory, lifetimes, way of life, transport, 
buildings, present, future, memory, information, 
similarity, difference, city, town, village, factory, 
farm, country, physical features, soil, continent,  
Equator, hot, cold, 
Year Two - Originate, decade, century, periods of time, 
leisure, impact, port, vegetation, marine, environment, 
contrasting, non- European 
 
In our topic this half term we are finding out where our 
food comes from and why some of our food travels across 
the world to reach us. We are also finding out about 
changes to farming in living memory as new machines are 
invented to change the way farms work. 

 

 

 

 

Art and Design Some of the vocabulary: Year One – look, colour, 
blend, observe, shape, texture, line, like, dislike, improve, outline, 
material, favourite, artist, art, texture, mould, sculpt, press, detail, 
fine, mix, mood  
Year Two – all of the above plus…inspired, evaluate, improve, design, create, 
effect, focus, artist, depth, model, pattern, shape, form, vibrant, outline, 
technique, skill, emotion, 
 

During the topic of ‘The Farm’ the children will begin by making salt dough 
farm animals.  They will then be creating art inspired by the artists Andy 
Goldsworthy, Guiseppi Archenboldo and Vincent Van Gogh. You could look 
at some of this art work together.  You might like to make some art using 
natural found materials like Andy Goldsworthy does.  

 

 

 

 

Relationships Education – Caring and 
Responsibility  

We are learning which people are special to us and 
how they keep us safe.  We will think about which 
different communities and groups we belong to.  

 Computing 

In computing the children have been using espresso coding 
to make objects on screen move. They have begun to use 
algorithms and debugging exercises.   

Some of the vocabulary we have used: Y1 object, action, 
directional words forwards, backwards 

Y2 all of the above plus: algorithm, input 

 

 

Religious Education 

Some of the vocabulary: Year One – God, festival, 
Jesus, Easter, celebrations, Jerusalem, Palm 
Sunday, crucifixion, tomb, egg, cross,  symbol, 
disciple 

Year Two – all of the above plus…Eid, stations of the 
cross, similarities, differences 

In R.E we will be learning about the Christian festival 
Easter.  We will discuss which times are special and 
why? Why are festivals important? We will learn about 
the symbols of Easter.  You may want to talk to your 
child about festivals you celebrate and how you 
celebrate at home. 

 

 

Physical Education 

In P.E the children have been practising multi skills ready for our 
virtual multi skills competition. They will practise skills such as agility, 
balance, throwing and catching, speed and bouncing.  

 

The Farm  

Design and Technology 

This half term the children will be designing and 
planning a healthy snack for an adult at home. 
Finding out the foods liked/disliked and using this to 
design their product. They will make a product label 
and evaluate their product. 



 

       

English in Year One  

In our English lessons this half term we are 
continuing to ensure the children are using the basics 
for each sentence- finger spaces between every word, 
an upper-case letter to start and a full stop to 
punctuate each sentence. The children who are able 
to do this independently are using conjunctions such 
as ‘and’, ‘but’ and ‘because’ to extend their sentences, 
to add detail and more interest to their writing. The 
children are doing well with their weekly spellings 
and are beginning to use some of them when writing 
independently. Knowing how to spell high frequency 
words helps the children to build confidence when 
writing and enables them to challenge themselves 
with more adventurous vocabulary.  

In handwriting we are continuing to practice the 
formation of lower-case letters, of appropriate size, 
sitting each one on the line and starting and finishing 
in the correct places but we are now using some 
horizontal joins to join some combinations of letters.  
You could help your children to practise their letter 
formation at home.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phonics in Year One 

Both of our Class 1 phonic groups, the Blackbirds 
and the Owls, are recapping on their Phase 3, 4 and 
5 phonic sounds and reviewing some of the phase 3, 
4 and 5 words to read and spell.  

The Blackbirds are continuing to learn the 
alternative sounds that certain graphemes can 
sometimes make – for example the letter a on its 
own usually makes an ‘a’ sound, but in the word 
/was/ it makes an ‘o’ sound to allow them to sound 
out and read words.  

Owls are now recapping some of the spelling rules 
which may help them to select the correct grapheme 
(way of writing a sound) for unfamiliar spellings. 
This will hopefully give them confidence to use more 
adventurous vocabulary in their writing.   

When reading with your child you could talk about 
interesting words that the author has chosen and 
discuss new vocabulary. Please encourage your child 
to read for at least 10 minutes each day.   

 

Maths in Year One 

We have started our maths topics this half term 
with more work on number and the mathematical 
language we use when talking about number. For 
example, knowing that add, plus, sum of, together 
and more can all mean the same operation – 
addition and using this knowledge to solve simple 
word problems. We will then be moving on to 
using the inverse operation to work out missing 
number problems.  

Once the children are confident with these skills we 
will then be moving on to applying them to 
practical situations, for example adding and 
subtracting using money, weights and measures. 

You can support your child by practising counting, 
both forwards and backwards, in 2’s, 5’s, 10’s as 
well as ensuring they are secure with their number 
bonds, (the pairs of numbers which add together 
to make 10, 9, 8, 7, 6 and 5) as these number 
facts will be very helpful when solving problems 
mentally.   

 

If you have any questions about this newsletter please  email headteacher@southossett.wakefield.sch.uk. Please check the ‘Parent Hub’ app for more activities that we 
will be adding in the future.   You might find this website useful:  www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/education-jargon-buster   
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