
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Australia 

T3a 

Science 

In Year One we are continuing to study seasonal change and 
how plants grow and develop.  

In science this half term Year Two are learning about living 
things and their habitats. This includes studying local habitats 
and microhabitats. Researching World habitats such as deserts, 
oceans, rainforests and polar habitats. Looking at the plants 
and animals in different habitats, how they are adapted to that 
habitat and the dependency of the plants and animals on each 
other that live there. We are also also learning about simple 
food chains. We will be doing done lots of minibeast hunting. 

Key Vocabulary includes: Y1 seed, roots, stem, leaves, 
flower fruit.  

Y2, all of the above plus… life process, living, non-living, dead, 
never alive, , minibeast names, adaptation, dependency, food 
chain, consumer, producer, predator, prey, herbivore, carnivore, 
omnivore. 

 

Geography  

Some of the vocabulary: Y1 city, Capital city, ocean, 
Asia, Africa, North America, South America, 
Antarctica Australia, Europe, Y2, all of the above plus 
Arctic, Southern, Pacific, Atlantic, Indian, England, continent, 
country, key, Equator, hot, cold, direction, atlas, port, 
vegetation, Oceania, Australasia, United Kingdom, Great 
Britain, environment, characteristics, contrasting, non- 
European, scale, route, hemisphere 

We planned our journey to Australia and then boarded our 
flight- we had a super time! We have worked on our atlas 
skills and made globes out of playdoh locating the equator 
and finding out what difference it makes to climate. 

 

Art 

Some of the vocabulary: Y1, colour, mix, observe, paint, 
shape.  Y2, all of the above plus: inspired, evaluate, improve, 
design. 

We will begin our topic by looking at work created by Aboriginal 
artists.  The children will then draw some Australian animals and 
decorate them using traditional Aboriginal colours and patterns.  
Later on in the topic they will have the opportunity to make clay 
masks inspired by those worn in Australia. The children will also 
work on their observational drawing skills, looking closely at 
photos of animals from Australia and carefully reproducing them.   

Religious Education 

Some of the vocabulary: Y1 belonging, Christian, 
God, faith, baptism, family, wedding, vicar, priest, 
candle, font, love 

Y2, all of the above plus…sacrament, parable, represents, 
community 

This half term we will be thinking about the questions:  
Where do we belong? Why is it important to belong? 
Why do people want to belong to a faith community? 
What is good and what is challenging about having 
faith?  

You can help your child by talking to them about these 
questions.  If your child has attended a baptism or 
wedding you could discuss what happened and look 
through photos with them.  

 

Relationships and Health Education 

This half term we will be learning about families 
and committed relationships. We will be 
thinking about what makes our families special.  

Computing 

We will be continuing with our coding work and 
starting to plan a powerpoint presentation about 
animals. We will share this with you over Teams 
once it is completed.  We have also used the apps 
Lexia, Reading Eggs and Education City.  

 

 



                    

 

English in Year One  

In our English lessons this half term we have been 
finding out about suffixes and how they change the 
meaning of the root words, for example adding s or 
es to nouns to make them plurals, or ed added to 
verbs to create past tense words. We are continuing 
to ensure the children are using the basics for each 
sentence- finger spaces between every word, an 
upper-case letter to start and a full stop to punctuate 
each sentence whilst also challenging themselves to 
use their new learning in their independent writing.   

In handwriting we are continuing to practice the 
formation of lower-case letters, of appropriate size, 
sitting each one on the line and starting and finishing 
in the correct places and joining some letters within 
words. You could help your children to practise their 
letter formation at home.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phonics in Year One 

In phonics we are continuing to recap the Phase 3, 4 
and 5 phonic sounds and using these graphemes to 
read and spell words. These include the alternative 
sounds that certain graphemes can sometimes make 
– for example the letter a on its own usually makes 
an ‘a’ sound, but in the word /was/ it makes an ‘o’ 
sound to allow them to sound out and read words.  
We are learning different spelling patterns to help us 
work out which grapheme would be the best fit 
when sounding out words that we don’t know the 
spelling for.  

When reading at home with your child you could 
talk about interesting words that the author has 
chosen and discuss new vocabulary, spotting any 
spelling patterns as they read.  Please encourage 
your child to read each day.   

 

Maths in Year One 

We have started using multiplication in our 
number work this week, using arrays to draw out 
‘lots of’ numbers, for example 3 x 5 can be drawn 
out as 3 rows of 5. Using arrays gives the children 
a method to solve multiplication problems which 
they cannot solve mentally using their counting 
skills and is a good pictorial representation of 
what ‘multiplication’ actually means.  
Once the children are confident with these skills we 
will then be moving on to applying them to 
practical situations, for example, working out real 
life multiplication word problems.  
You can support your child by practising counting, 
both forwards and backwards, in 2’s, 5’s, 10’s as 
well as ensuring they are secure with their number 
bonds, (the pairs of numbers which add together 
to make 10, 9, 8, 7, 6 and 5) as these number 
facts will be very helpful when solving problems 
mentally.   

 

If you have any questions about this newsletter please  email headteacher@southossett.wakefield.sch.uk. Please check the ‘Parent Hub’ app for more activities that we 
will be adding in the future.   You might find this website useful:  www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/education-jargon-buster   
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