
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science 

In Science we will be learning about living things and their 
habitats, what habitats provide for living creatures and how 
animals and plants adapt to their habitat. Children will 
investigate which habitat minibeasts prefer. We will be thinking 
about what you need to stay healthy. Children will find out 
which things are alive, dead or were never living. You could find 
out more at home or follow the link below.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/dynamo/lab/wheredo/index.ht
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Geography  
Some of the vocabulary:  
Year One -human features, city, village, harbour, capital city, country, 
physical features, cliff, coast, ocean, Europe, Antarctic, Australasia, 
Africa, Asia, North America, South America, Atlantic Ocean, Pacific 
Ocean, Arctic Ocean, Southern Ocean, Indian Ocean, continent, 
similarity, difference, north, south, east, west, compass. 
Year Two – all of the above plus: port, valley, vegetation, marine, United 
Kingdom, Great Britain, Irish Sea, Celtic Sea, aerial photograph, characteristics, 
natural, scale, grid reference 
In geography we will be finding out about the oceans of the world, the children 
will be able to locate them on a map and name them. We will also be looking at 
maps and compass directions. We will find out how explorers and pirates from the 
past navigated their way around the world.  
 

 

Art and Design Some of the vocabulary: Year One – look, colour, 
blend, observe, shape, texture, line 
Year Two – all of the above plus…inspired, evaluate, improve, create, 
effect, focus, depth, pattern, shape, form, , outline, technique, skill,  
 

During the topic of ‘Pirates and Explorers’ children will be doing 
observational drawing of shells, looking closely and trying to use line 
pencil drawings to create a good likeness.  They will also be designing 
and making treasure chests and telescopes.   

 

 

 

 

Relationships Education & PSHE 

In RHE this half term the topic is health 
bodies, healthy minds.  During this, children 
will learn the names for their body parts. We 
will also talk about how to stay safe and 
healthy. 

Music 
In Music we have been learning to play the recorder. This half term 
they will learn to play the notes B, A, G.  

Computing 

In computing the children will continue to practise their word 
processing skills and use Lexia, Reading eggs and Education city.  

Some of the vocabulary we have used: Y1 file, home, insert, 
print, save, enter, space, shift 

Y2, all of the above plus: algorithm, forwards, backwards, left, 
right, up, down 

 

 Religious Education 

Some of the vocabulary: Year One – special, unique, 
qualities, global, recycle, forgive, change, difference, 
friend. 

Year Two – all of the above plus environment, crisis, social 
change, injustice 

In R.E we will be thinking about being the best that we can be 
and being a good global citizen.  You could talk to your child 
about what makes them special and unique.  You could also 
think about the world and the environment.  Even though we are 
a small part of the world we can make a big difference.  What 
difference could you make? Think about using less energy at 
home and recycling more.  

 

Physical Education 
In P.E this half we will be having sports day.  As a class we decided 
what races we wanted to do.  The children have decided to have a 
sprint race and a water challenge. The children have also worked on 
improving their stamina doing the daily mile.  Next month they are 
going to be doing a daily mile challenge with other schools, competing 
to see who can do the most steps in a period of time. On Friday 1st 
July Kidzfit Karl will be coming in to do some fun games and teach the 
children more about keeping fit and healthy.  
 

Pirates and 
Explorers  

History 

Some of the vocabulary: Year One -history, timeline, 
similar, fact, event, evidence, invention, cause, 
consequences, reason, way of life, transport, 
anniversaries, national, international, monarch, 
explorer, inventor, sequence, research, present, 
memory, information, similarity, difference 

Year Two – all of the above plus: significant, artefact, 
source, connections, decade, century, periods of time, 
commemorate, key features, contribution, achievements, 
impact, observe, contrast, conclusion, monument 

In History we will be finding out about the lives of the 
historically significant explorers James Cook and 
Christopher Columbus.  

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/dynamo/lab/wheredo/index.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/dynamo/lab/wheredo/index.htm


   

  

English in Year One  

In our English lessons this half term we have 
continued to work with prefixes and suffixes including 
the prefix un which refers to undoing, and the suffix 
ed to create a past tense verb. We are continuing to 
focus combining our writing skills to create sentences 
which are interesting to read and make sense. To do 
this we must combine upper case letters to start 
sentences and for names, finger spaces between 
words, full stops and their known spellings. We have 
been writing about the Polar Explorers and creating 
our own stories based on a silent video clip. In 
handwriting we are continuing to practice the 
formation of lower-case letters, of appropriate size, 
sitting each one on the line and starting and finishing 
in the correct places. You could help your children to 
practise their letter formation at home. Another letter 
formation sheet will be sent home for summer.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maths in Year One 

In maths this term we are continuing to embed our 
multiplication and division skills using objects to 
create arrays for ‘lots of’ and sharing circles of 
‘equal groups of’. We are now extending division 
to include the fractions half and quarters of both 
shape and amounts.  
We will then move onto measuring using standard 
units of measure for length, capacity and weight, 
estimating and then checking their answers with 
various measuring equipment.  
You can support your child by practising counting, 
both forwards and backwards, in 2’s, 5’s, 10’s as 
well as ensuring they are secure with their number 
bonds, (the pairs of numbers which add together 
to make 10, 9, 8, 7, 6 and 5) as these number 
facts will be very helpful when solving problems 
mentally.   

 

Phonics in Year One 

In phonics both groups are now recapping the Phase 
5 phonic sounds and using these graphemes to read 
and spell words. These include the alternative sounds 
that certain graphemes can sometimes make – for 
example the letter a on its own usually makes an ‘a’ 
sound, but in the word /was/ it makes an ‘o’ sound 
to allow them to sound out and read words.  We 
are learning different spelling patterns to help us 
work out which grapheme would be the best fit 
when sounding out words that we don’t know the 
spelling for.  

When reading at home with your child you could 
talk about interesting words that the author has 
chosen and discuss new vocabulary, spotting any 
spelling patterns as they read.  Please encourage 
your child to read each day.   

 

If you have any questions about this newsletter please email headteacher@southossett.wakefield.sch.uk. Please check the ‘Parent Hub’ app for more activities that we 
will be adding in the future.   You might find this website useful:  www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/education-jargon-buster   

 

mailto:headteacher@southossett.wakefield.sch.uk
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/education-jargon-buster

